August 21, 2017 revision
Dear Colleagues,

WAUKESHA BASE

2661 Aviation Road
Waukesha, WI 53188
Administration: (414) 778-5427
Fax: (414) 778-5431

MCHENRY BASE

4201 Medical Center Drive
McHenry, IL 60050
Administration: (815) 759-1620
Fax: (815) 759-1624

FOND DU LAC BASE

176 S Rolling Meadows Drive
Fond du Lac, WI 54937
Administration: (920) 924-0062
Fax: (920) 924-0089

EMERGENCY: 800-344-1000

As you are aware, the FAA is struggling to control and educate the ever-expanding number of
drone operators that are seeking to fly in the National Air Space. The biggest challenge has been
and continues to be the new recreational or hobbyist drone pilots. Flight For Life has worked and
continues to work on educating the communities we serve on how to fly safely and responsibly so
that our patients and flight crews are not put at risk.

Hospital helipads are considered to be airports by the FAA. This means that recreational drone
users are required to notify a hospital if they are operating a drone within five miles of the facility.
Hospital switchboard and/or administration may receive calls from these drone operators if they are
following the FAA rules. So what do those who receive these calls need to do?
1. Obtain the date, time-frame altitude, and location where the drone will be flying.

2. Provide the information to Flight For Life by calling 414-778-3466.

3. Flight For Life will post the information to the hazard reporting site Weatherturndown.com
that can be accessed by all flight programs regardless of location.

Conversely, if a department or subcontractor will be using a drone on or near your hospital campus,
please provide the following information.
1. Contact Flight For Life in advance at 414-778-3466 and provide the date, time, altitude,
and location where the drone will be flying. If the date and/or time changes, please notify
Flight For Life with the updated information.

2. Call Flight For Life Communication Center when the drone pilot is ready to launch their
drone.

3. Provide the cell phone number of the staff member who will be escorting the drone
operator.

4. Flight For Life will contact him/her if there are incoming flights during that time and he/she
will be asked to land the drone temporarily.
5. Our Flight Communicator will post the information on Weatherturndown.com for all other
flight programs to access.

If the above information is located anywhere else please adjust it to reflect the above changes.
If you have any questions, concerns or need additional information, please contact either:
● Tammy Chatman at tchatman@mrmcffl.org / 414-791-6655 or
● Jayce Commo at jcommo@mrmcffl.org / 920-251-9387

www.flightforlife.org
The FLIGHT FOR LIFE Transport System is provided by the Milwaukee Regional Medical Center and headquartered in Waukesha, Wisconsin,
with bases in Waukesha and Fond du Lac – Wisconsin, and McHenry - Illinois
SYSTEM SPONSORS: Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, Froedtert Memorial Lutheran Hospital, Centegra Hospital - McHenry
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● Hospital helipads are considered to be airports by the FAA.

● Recreational drone users are required to notify a hospital if they are operating a drone within
five miles of the facility.

● Hospital switchboard and/or administration may receive calls from these drone operators if they
are following the FAA rules.

So what do those who receive these calls need to do?

1. Obtain the date, time-frame and location where the drone will be flying.
2. Provide the information to Flight For Life by calling 414-778-3466.

3. Flight For Life will post the information to the hazard reporting site Weatherturndown.com that
can be accessed by all flight programs regardless of location.

Conversely, if a department or subcontractor will be using a drone
on or near your hospital campus, please follow these instructions:

1. Contact Flight For Life in advance at 414-778-3466 and provide the date, time and location
where the drone will be flying. If the date and/or time changes, please notify Flight For Life
with the updated information.

2. Call Flight For Life Communication Center when the drone pilot is ready to launch their drone.
3. Provide the cell phone number of the staff member who will be escorting the drone operator.
4. Flight For Life will contact the staff member if there are incoming flights during that time and
he/she will be asked to land the drone temporarily.

5. Our Flight Communicator will post the information on Weatherturndown.com for all other flight
programs to access.
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